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Hns' ”7"2;";;2’;/;{ :!‘:;”t ’)”C’:;j :?L C; fai';h f.seven main large landmasses. But geoscientists have a dl//( rent take on
e hepa:tjew e u};een 5 a feature :.s}‘, made of, rather than how much of its surface is above sea level. In
'mormr ‘ 1 increase in'the discovery af lost continents. Most of these have been plateans or
i ains made of continental crust hidden Jrom our view, below sea level. One example is lemuria continent
7 br; the Kumarikkandam, the world's eighth continent that extends underwater in Indian’ Ocean. Several smaller
Qsi‘ continents, called micro continents, have also recently been discovered submerged in the eastern and
western Indian Ocean. In Tamil mythology, Kumari Kandam is a mythical continent, believed to: be lost with an
cient Tamil civilization, supposedly located south of present-day India in the Indian Ocean. A Iternative names -

ntroductmn'
A new study m the Bnttsh journal Nature

roviding additional evidence to support the
inderwater  continent’s  discovery  [2]. A
‘omparatively young island, Mauritius is only a few

'to belong to a continent. In the most recent study,
esearchers found the zircon in solid rock, not just in
he beach s*md addrcssihg a criticism of the initial

tithe Indian Ocean.
In deep oceans the thickness of Earth’s crust, which

forms the upper layei* of theplanet and protects us
from the extremely hot magma underneath it, is
about seven km.But' underneath Mauritius and
leading to Seychelles, which is more than 1,000 km
away, there were large chunks of the crust that were
as thick as 30 km. it shall not be certain about the
origins of the zircons but when combined with the
evidence of thicker crusts in such big parts of the
ocean floor, it can be quite certain that a small
ontinent existed underneath Mauritius.. There are a
number of popular . myths about submerged

3

.

'n(! spe!!mqs mclude KumartMamlam and Kumm-: Nndn T Inv re.sem‘ch tries to explore the myrhs dnd facts

For instance, in the 19th century Lemuria, a large '
submerged continent in the Indian Ocean, was
considered  to  extend  from - Antarctica  to
Kanyakumari. But- it’s claimed existence did not
stand the test of science. The Earth’s crust consists ol
seven or eight major “plates™, which but slowly is
constantly moving relative to éach other. Figure: 1
shows the geographical Map of Kumari Kandam
submerged under the Indian Ocean, )

Over millions of years these have shaped how the
world looks today. Some 140 million years ago, the
Indian subcontinent split from a supercontinent

called Gondwana, which also consisted of modern

Africa, Australia, Antarctica_and South America. It
eventually collided with the Eurasian plate some 50
million years ago, raising the Himalayas in the
process. Scientists predict that it was in between
leaving Gondwana and colliding with the Eurasian
plate that this continent Mauritia may have existed as
an archipelago, a cluster of islands, squeezed in
between Madagascar and the Indian subcontinent.
Lemuria:

Lémuria is the name ofa hypothetical."lost land"
variously located in the Indian and Pacific Oceans
[8]. Accounts of Lemuria differ,” but all share =a
common belief thdt a continent existed in ancient
times and sank beneath the ocean as a result of a
geological,. often cataclysmic change, such as pole
shift. Lemuria is the name of a mythical continent
purported to have been in the Indian and Pacific
Oceans. ‘

The Lemuria myth:

There is an old, persistent Tamil tradition about a
land that existed south of India called
Kumarikkandam (continent),-a belief that is linked to
the myth of the lost land of. Lemuria, a figment of
Western imagination. -Accounts of the lost continent
vary, but the common theme is that a large area went
under the ocean as a result of geological cataclysms,
a theory that geologists of today do not subscribe,



The last’ Ice Age had a profound influence on the
prehistory of humankind, So in prehistoric studies of
coastal dreas, it is crucial to understand the
consequence of changes in the sea level [1]. About
14,500 years ago, the sea lovel was lower by 100
metres. With subsequent global warming and melting
of large masses of ice, the level started rising,"in
stages.

Figure 2iThe lemurian as concejved by W. Scott
Elliot, a staunch theosophist who published, in 1904,
‘the lost lemuria’

Figure 2 shows a Lemurian [4] and how it

permeated the Tamil tradition through folkloré and
writings as the lost continent of Kumari. As the sea
level rose, the low-lying lands in the coastal region
and the exposed continental shelves were inundated,
This phenomenon gave rise 10 the stories and legends
of deluges that permeated the African, Amerindian
and Australian aboriginal folklore and Greek, Roman
and Hebrew legends, and the Indian puranas, which
referred to pralayas. The coastal areas south of India
that were submerged in ancient times evidently gave
rise: to the Tamil myth* of the lost continent of
Kumarikkandam, while myths of the lost continents
of Atlantis and Lemuria were generated in the
Western world[10),

Lemuria is the name of a mythical continent
purported to have been in the Indian and Pacific
Oceans. The lost continent derives its name from the
primate - lemur - belonging to  the group
prosimians[11].“The probable primeval home or
'Paradise' is here assumed to bé Lemuria, a tropical
contingnt at present lying below the level of the

- Indian Ocean.

Lemurs:, . i

Lemurs now inhabit Madagascar Island, the
surrounding smaller islands and Comoros Island. The
term lemur comes from the Latin word lemures,
meaning spirits of the night, a reference to many
species of lemur that are nocturnal and so have large
reflective eyes. Their distribution once extended
from Pakistan  to Malaya. The English geologist
Philip Sclater (1864) coined the term Lemuria in his
article The Mammals of Madagascar', Trying to
explain the presence of fossil lemurs in Madagascar,
he proposed that the Indian Ocean Island and- India
had once been part of a larger continent, Lemuria.
His theory, was put forward before the concepts of
continental drift and ;.)la.tcj .tectonics pr_q'vided the
explanations for the similarity and distribution of

oy o

< Sy

formations and fossils

continents. . o
During the 19th century, scientists frequently

postulated the presence of submerged ]f‘”d‘ MaSSes ”}
order to account for the present dlStl‘lbquOI:l 0

species. As Lemuria gained some acceptance \:\’l(hll‘l
the scientific community, it began to appear in the
works of scholars such as Emst Heinrich Haeckel
(1834-1919), a German biologist who promoted the
work of Charles Darwin i Germany, f!aeerI
suggested that there was a land bridge that rc.man?cd
above water long enough to facilitate the migration
of prosimians from Africa into India and the Malay
Peninsula. .

While explaining the evolution of man, there is a
subtle but conscious attempt in the book to establish
the superiority of the Aryan race. Later, some
members of the Theosophical Society published
essays, presented in the garb of scientific writings, on
Lemuria and Atlantis. Thus the myth of Lemuria was
perpetuated.

According to the: teachings of the Theosophical
Society, human beings evolved through seven
successive root races, each of which populated and
occupied different continénts. Lemuria was occupied
by the third root race calléd Lemurians, who were
primitive beings. Subsequently, the more advanced
inhabitants” of Atlantis, called Atlanteans, replaced
them. Aryans, the descendants of Atlanteans, were

in different strata and

 the fifth root race and were considered the pinnacle

of evolution.Figure [3] shows a ring-tailed lemur.
AlsoFigure [4] shows a ring-tailed lemur now belong
to Madagascar. They are native only to the island of
Madagascar. Most existing lenursare small, have a
pointed snout, large eyes, and a long tail. They
chiefly live in trees.In fact, over 75% of the island's
fauna and flora is found nowhere else. Lemursevolved
separately from other primates on the Indian Ocean.
island of Madagascar.

Figure 3: A Ring Tailed Lemur of Lemuria
Continent
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post land of Tamils

The narratives aboyt :
way into colonial India a;lc))fltnthl_el.mm
began to permeate historic kn -? ime
were fact: The writings of C\’\\/\“edge as though they
maps of Scott Elliotb wbere ;)bhar Cer.v ¢ and the
writings  [3] by K. Appad rought into Tamil
Kumarikkandamor bc‘ ppadural, fn his book
Tl ‘been called as  Kadal Kond

ennadu  (Kumari Conti e
S ontinent or the Submerged
outhern Land, 1941), Th i ge
way i N ). The term Lemuria found its

Y Into certain Tamil textbook i

Tamil name Kumarikkanda; e . the
Kumari. Names f‘r ;““ am, [5][§], or continent of
e T om _a’ml‘l classics were given to
example, the pu(rafiis’ Feuss, paees: and aress, For
called Nicru as the cfr::)gm};‘hjy oL a:mal et
o Movalon T}{ee e r?lo ambudwlpa. (San'sknt)
Lhel thc;c R e vu (Tamil) was accepted, and, later
; » these namies were attributed tocertain parts of
Lemuria, giving it acceptability among Tamil
readers. In the 1920s, with-Tamil revivalism and the
; effor.ts to counter the Aryan and associated Sanskrit
3 dominance, the'concept of Lemuria were wedded to
" the notion of the lost land referred to in Tamil
; é literature [9].
B % _ Some of.the important references from
:di\u Tamil Sn.ngam classics are as follows: 1) in
: . Purananuri 9, verses 10-11 are interpreted as a
reference to a Pandya king who ruled a part of the
“lost land where the river Pahruli flowed. 2) in

" Silapathigaram (KaduKaanKaathai) (11:17-22) is a
_reference to a Pandya king who won over kingdoms
" in Imayam (the Himalayas) and Gangai (the Ganga)
- to compensate for his land lost to the deluge. Tamil

scholars such as DevaneyaPaavagnar consider the
deluge under reference to be the one that-destroyed
| Thenmadurai. 3) According to AdiyarkuNallar, poem
e 104:1-4 from MullaiKalithogai indicates that the

i% Pandya King resettled ‘the survivors of the deluge in
: in Chera and Chola territories. It is portrayed by

certa !
Tamil - writers " that. the series of deluges

‘certain
destroyed the Tamil civilisation and the survivors
d-other parts of the world.

spread out and civilise
The Tamil tradition about a lost land was committed
o writing after the 10th century by commentators

like .Nakeerar in  his® commentary  on
* [raiyanarAkapporulurai. Nachinarkiniyar and
AdiyarkuNallar followed him. Those who wrote the
-ommentaries exaggerated the extent of land that was
_submerged by “the deluges . referred to in
S 7 Silapathigaram and  Kalithogai, Accarding to the

f:%r'l'tmenmtors, there were 49 countries (nadu) in the
. Iggi: land of Kumari and the distance between the
ﬁ‘er Kumari and the river Pahruli that flowed in the
: 'lg@t’:!and was 700 katham, which according to one

Althlation is about 770 km.* )
' The crucial questiori is whether the land

‘fé?}éd to as Kumari was as large as a tontinent?

g8 Exndvocates of Kumarikkandam interpreted- the.
:E!ﬁﬁ nadu to mean country. In Tamil Nadu-and
W*»-g?ﬁnﬁa many small-towns and villages have in their
o

a found their
when folklore

Ak
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names the term *nadu’. which basically referred o u
settlement, as opposed to “kadu’. or forest. In the
above Tamil references there is no mention of the
term Kandam, referring to land the size of a
continent. ’ . -
If the oral traditions and the. subsequent
writings exaggerated the size of the submerged land
called Kumari, what was the background to the lost
land referred to in Sangam literature?
. The present formations of India, Arabia,
Africa, Antarctica, South America and Adustralia
started breaking up due to natural upheavals and
moving to different parts of the earth at the rate of
15,000 years per mile on an average and found their
Asian Continent. The movement of the

places in the
lamTheevu in Tamil, caused

earth mass, called Nava
the formation of the present continent of India [12].

There was a general belief that both Lemuria and

Kumarikkandam were one and the same. However; it
has been established by Frank Joseph, Secretary for.
Ancient American Association, in his book.*The
Lost Civilization of Lemuria”, the existence of a land
called Lemuria, one of the world's  oldest
civilizations, about 2.5 lakh years ago, in Indonesia.
Hence, Lemuria and Kumarikkandam, which existed
in southern part of India, .are different lands. Mr.
Joseph has’ also established that the Mohenjodaro
letters of Eastern Islands are nearly 1,00,000 years
old. He has critically examined the views of various
findings by the researchers and established the source
of Mohenjodaro letters as well as -the ancient
civilization of Moo and has written that due to
natural calamities, the island of Moo was destroyed
about 2.5 lakh years ago. : '

From Kumarikkandam, South of Tamil
Nadu, about 15,000 years ago people moved to
Aftica and became Sumerians and those who moved
from Africa to Arabia later became Jews. )
From Kumarikkandam, South of Tamil Nadu due to
tsunami; people moved to Bengal and became Cholas

" and those who moved to Sind and Punjab became

Cheras. ; _
In Sillapathikaram, it was mentioned that

one “Ezhuthanga Nadu™ (7x7 =49 countrics) existed.
So, Southern Tamil Nadu and Kumari Kandam are
different regions. Those who have moved to
Southern Tamil Nadu were called Pandiyas and they
spread over Ceylon and Tirunelvelli.For decades,
scientists offered wild theories about the fabled lost
continent of Lemuria in the Indian Ocean. Ther, in
2013, scientists actually found some evidence.
Conclusion - .

In this work a detailed research has been
made to believe with a strong evidence that all.aware
that the origin of the Tamil people and their, culture is
shro‘u.ded in deep mystery. Though there are many
traditions narrated in = early literature,

“Kumarikkandam®™, the land that lay to the south ol

India and, which later submerged in the Indian
Ocean, has been a matter of conjecture for a study by
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