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DrASHAHIL gy
Asst. Professor in Muslin Artg Cgum;

Thim\‘ithanco&e
Abstract

Mangulam or Mangulam is o village in Madurai district, 721);11'{71:‘1{1:1.Im!ia. b
located 25 kilmm'trvsﬁ-nm Madurai . The inscriptions discovered in the region gre the
earliest Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions. A hill in the region which is known ay Mangulam hiy
or Kalugumalai (eagle hill) or ( Namalai, is where Tamil Jain monks lived in the Cawy
during when theiy religion flourishing in the ancient Tamil country. They convergeq the i

|

caves into their palli (monastery) and lived here untill the 9™ century CF Mangulam
INScriptions yere discovered by Robert Sewell in the caves of the hill in 1882 This was the
earliest finding of such kind ofinscriptions. In 1906, Indian epigraphist V., Venkayva miedso
read the inscriptions and found that it similar to the Brahmi Script in Ashokan edicts, he
thought that the Inscriptions were in pali language. In 19) 9. epigraphist 1 Krishna Sasmi
identified fevw Tami words in the inscriptions. In 1924 K l’.Subruimmnyu Aivar dicovered
that inscriptions qre in Tamil with some prakrit loan words iy the Brahmi Seript and
concluded that seript is Tamil Brahmi. In 1965 Iravatham Mahadevan recorded the
inscriptions in the caves and dated it to the Jgte 3" century BCE. It is one of the protected
monuments in Tamilnagy by the Archaeological survey of India. Arviuu%ﬂugisls Sound
shera’s,slfng Stones and an ancieny burial site during the . ‘cavation in the region. In 2007,
Tamilnadu Archaeology Department excavated the rying ofthe Jain praver halls of Sangam
period.
INTRODUCTION and neolithic antiquities. ! About 60 sites
Madurai, is one of the ancient With megalithic cultyrg) I
cities in India that enjoyed a contir

Wity in been identified i Maduraj
the history from Pre-historic times, Due to Jainism in Maduraj
its  cultural prominence, Maduraj is
described as “The Athensof South India”,

Itis stated thay Jainism spread 1o
It is also well known as a great centre for

naterials have
district.

A South India by the migration of Jaina
learning from very early times, As the seat followers nger the leadership of saint
of the Tamil academy called the Sangam, Bhadrabahy who settled g Sravana
it wielded great influence in the literary Belagola in Karnataka, The subsequent
and cultural fields, During the glorious movement to the Tami] areg is believed 10
rule of Pandyas, Maduraj had overseas have been led by one Vishakacm'ya, The
connections for both commercial and team headed by Vishak-acarya might have
cultural activities. Some tools were reached deep south up to Madurai through
collected by Robert Bruce Foote, on the Kongu  region, Madurai  and  jts
left bank of the river Vaigai, immediately surroundings were very suitable for the
north of Madurai city and also a single jains for thejr secluded life nndpractige‘s;
Paeleolithic tool from Aviyur, about They selected naryra) rock shelters for

5 X i d  Madurai, Ay,
20Kms  south of Madurai. The their stay around | Ale
archeological explorations revealed about fourteen such centers amun(‘!_ Madu
ten sites belonging to the late stone age  were located® in Whlcb pphshg@
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o catved. All these rock caverns
e wiETe « Yamil ¢ Vamil -Hl.lh“"’
binscriptrons  which . h':r dated 1o
.'“:_A”“‘. w300 A D The c.nhcx# among
em is at Mankulam vitlage which have
B five natural caves and sivonseniptions,

~

e
gve  Cany

Ay

;{ mpottance of “»xl"\l""‘lm e
\ Madurar is a fertile village. full of
paddy ficlds wrigated by river Periyar
B channels. This village is well connected
‘. by buses from Madurai. At the outskirts
N this village, there s a hillock called
i-“}\.nlu,‘mul;n also called as Ovamalai. At
& the terrace of this hill in the five natural
B aves the carly  Tamil  rock  bed
inscriptions  (FLOEWILLR&HMS)  of
L Jain seltlers are noticed. The local people
3 refer 1o this as Pancha Pandavar padukkai.
Some  cave  inscriptions  at
Mankulam were first noticed in 1882 by
S Robert Sewell. Later during 1906 these
"'nwripiinn sites were revisited by Francis
Pand K.V, Subramanya lyer. Some more
Sinscriptions were observed at Mankulam
“in the year 1906 and 1964. So, totally six
scarly Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions from four
ifferent caves were discovered at this
hill. These inscriptions are considered as
¢ carliest epigraphical findings of
amilnadu and dated back to 3" century
C. which provide much valuable
formations about the Sangam period
Pandyas.

The first inseription engraved on
the brow of the upper southern cave
known is as the ‘kitchen’ on the
\alugumalai hill. It is a noteworthy
fecord running as asingle line - length of
264 cm.
eading of the st Inscription
7 The above epighraph mentions - a
harity given to Nanta-Srikuvan, the kanj
Jain monk). The hermitage was made
By Katalan  Valuti, the servant  of

ctuncaliyan, This record may be dated to
' century B.C,
bading of the 2nd Inscription

This inscription  narrates

Dout the charity given 1o Nanta

1

111

Srikuvan, the kam The hcrnulugc.
was made by Catikan the father of
[tancaukan, Netincaliyan's  sister-
in-law shushand.

Reading of the 3rd Inscription .

It means that one Antal As,su.laln
the pearl merchant who received the “”.C
Kaviti at the merchant guild of Vellarai,
made donation of the Jain bed to Nanta
Srikuvan, the Kani.

The above mentioned !hrcc
inscriptions may be included i'n a single
group. In all these three illSCl'lp‘llUllS _lhc
name Kani Nanta Srikuvan is being
mentioned. Kani is a transformed w.ord
from Prakrit and Sanskrit Gani, meaning,
a senior Jain monk, who was head of a
group of monks known as Gana. I\.Jnnla‘
Srikuvan, was the recipient of the gift of
the hermitages recorded in  these
inscriptions. Nanta Sri appears to be the
monastic name assumed by the monk and
Kuvan, his original Tamil name before his
assumption of the monkhood or possibly
the clan name, indicating his Tamil origin.

The name, Netunceliyan is referred
in two inscriptions. He was most probably
the reigning king of the then Pandyas
though the dynastic name Pandya is not
mentioned in the inscriptions. This may
be confirmed as the name Netunceliyan
belongs to only the Pandya dynasty and
that one of the donors, probably a vassal
or Kinsman, is named Valuti, another
characteristic dynastic name of the
Pandyas. The proximity of Mankulam to
Madurai, the capital city of the Pandya
kingdom, makes it also g proof of
certainty of these records belonging to the
Pandya king of that time. Two Pandya
kings in the name of Netunceliyan are
referred in the Sangam literature.

1. Netunceliyan ‘the conqueror of the
Aryan armies’,
2. Netunceliyan

‘the  victor of
Talaiyanan kanam’
[t has been suggested  that

Netunceliyan of the Mankulam inscription

i i e e S it




may be identified with either of l‘h‘cm.
However, trom  the  well csl;th!lshtd
Gajabhu synchronism that ;\’cluncclg;nn I
was 8 of  Ceran
Cenkuttuvan  of  Chera dynasty and
Gagabahu 1 of Srilanka and hence must be
assipned to the 2™ century  AD.
\c({mrcliy.‘m Il was a contemporary of
Mantaran-ceral frumporai and lived still
later, The carly pacleography and archaic
orthographic

contemporary

and linguistic features of the
Mankulam nscriptions indicate a much
carlier date | century B.C). The
Proposed identification is thus unlikely. It
SECMS more

likely that Netun celiyvan of the M
Lrants - lived mych carlier than his
namesakes and descendants celebrated in
Sangam literature,

In the third inscription Vellarai
Nigama ig mentioned, vellar
Situated just 3 kms south
hill. Nigama means a mercantije guild.
One member of this guild had been
bestowed Kavithi title,

The sixth inscription reads
*Vel arai Nigamathor Kodior'. From the
sixth inscription it js Presumed that poy

only the kavithi, the head of this Nigama,
but

ankulam

ai is a village
of Mankulam

as,

the whole merchant Community
(2uild) was involyed in the charity to the

Jains.
The fifih inscription reads as

Cantaritan kotupiton® which denotes that
one Cantaritan, made this charity. This
Cantaritan might have beep a noble
Personage who could afford such a gift.

The fourth record
the name of the engraver
Kotiyavan’,
about eighty

acknowledges
“Kaniy nattiy
In all these five rock caves
stone beds were carved for
the residence of (he Jain monks. On the
ceiling portion of the first cave, traces of
pre-historic paintings are also noticed
which suggest that earlier the caves were
occupied by the Pre-historic people.

Alagarmalaj lies at 10 kms from
this Mankulam hill and was also oceupied

{

by the early jain monks, A
’I";nnif~Hrahmi in_scriptions

here. wherein some of the &
merchants  are inscribeq. o> Of
another ancient village g
distance to the east of Mam(ulam
c;iriy Tamil Brahmi inscri U'On; 0
discovered at this village in 2
cavern. This cave was also 5 herm;

the Jain monks carved by
Kings of pre Sangam age. Mﬂnku] af:
caves were not continuous]y OcCupieq i
the jains after Sangam periog, HQWeVer
Arittapatti cave wag occupied hy the jaing
¢ven during 9- 10" century A D, Where 5
Vattaluthy inscription and ga bas-reh'ef
sculpture of Mahavira are seen. Name of
the village Arnittapatti js derived from the
Jain Arittanemi, g Popular jain mopy. But
No recorded evidence for the existence of

this name is so far known, During 9.1¢¢
century

ri
locateg at

AD. this village  wag named g3
Pathirikkudi, and  was visited by
Accananthi, 4 Jjain  monk who wags

fesponsible  for  the rejuvenation of
Jainism, aroung Madurai at that time.

The inscription engraved on the base of
this Siva temple (now completely ruined)
is dated o the Jatavarman Vikrama
Pandya (13" century A.D.) The name of
this village js mentioned in this record as
Pathirikkudi alias - jrpurmova peruntheru.

: popular mercantile
ETOUp in Tami] Naqy during the 10-13" B
Century A p which also had 1657
Stronghold ip Arittapatti. So, this village
had continuouyg mercantile activities from

o Century B.C, 15 13" century A.D. All
these Villages lagarmalai, -Mankulam,
Vellarai and Arittapatti might ha‘ve"becfl};y
cnrouted to the ‘ancient trade foules




adurai and Uraiyur respectively. In
etween  Mankulam  village  and
alugumalai, one small hamlet with about
fiy huts is created in recentyears (about a
span of 50 years) and it is named as
Weenakchipuram. Just 2 kms distance
rom Mankulam to Meenakchipuram
another small hamlet is located and is
alled as

. Paramudaiyanpatty. In this village
on a natural rock, an early Pandya rock cut
emple is carvedand left unfinished. Only
he mukhamantapa, with two pillars and
lwo pilasters is carved just like the caves
Arittapatti and Anaimalai ,but
garbhagraha is not carved. The date of
s unfinished rock cut temple may be
fixed safely 8-9" century A.D. having
similarity to the Arittapatti and Anaimalai
caves. No sculptural representation or
inscriptional evidence is noticed in this

snnected with Pandya and Chola capitals .

unfinished work, yet it remains as an
evidence for the early religious activities
of the early Pandyas in this region. There
is no evidence for the continuous
occupation of the people in this region
after 8-9" century A.D.
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