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Religion played an jy,
Indian heritage is more signific
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The contribution of Jain religion to

cultural history of Tamil Nadu is concerned

rinto Tamil Nadu and also in the Southern tip
] . : It established
Thirunarnandikarai, Nagercoj) and Thirukyy

popular Jain centers in Chitharal,

ankudi, It seems that Chitharal became the head

Popular Jaip centers - Chitharal - Jainism.

Country to spread the religion in the Chera,
Chola, and Pandya Countries. In the Tamil
Country, Jainism spread in the 2nd Century
B.C. as it is testified by Jaina inscriptions
iIn Brahmi characters found in the hills of
the southern districts of TamilNadu. The
Jains paid due attention to the excavation
of caverns, cave temples with a sculptures
of Tirthankaras and their altendants such as
yakshas and yakshis. These caves and
cave temples are still found in this district
in places like Kottar, Thirunandikkarai,
Thirukurandy, Thiruchaharanathumalaj.

and these places are considered as
important centres of Jainism.

KOTTAR

Kottar, a town in the heart of the
district comprising the present day
Nagercoil town. It was referred to
mscripions  as  Kottarana-mum-mudi-
Colapurathana which was an importan
centre of Jainism. Though there is no Jaina
temples at present, the mscriptions found in
this region refer to the existence of jaina
temples and the donations (Palliccandam)
made to such temples. For imnstance, an
inscription found in the Vishnu temple at
Puravaseri dated in the Kollam year 372
(1196 A.D) refer to Palliccandum of mc
Jain temple at Kottaru Su‘mlml_\ the
Kanyakuman Inscriptions ol ‘Par.m:.w‘..
Pandya of 12™ centuary A.D. refers to the
boundry of the devadana lands bclm\gw‘m’
to the goddess Kanyakumari cx”“‘lm?l,“““
Palliccandam of the Jamns his
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Palliccandam belonging to the jain temple
at Kottaru seems to have existed near
Thovalai. This view s supported by the
Kalugumalai inscription assignable to 1he‘8
th Centuary A.D. The present Nagaraja
temple in Nagercoil town itself appears to
have been originally a Jain temple. T.he
presence of a number of stone images with
serpent hoods suggest that this temple was
originally sacred to serpent gods who us:d
to be held great esteem by the Jains in
earlier days. This 1s supported by a number
of inscription” in the temple. These
Inscription record the gift made to the Naga
and Nagaraja and further it mentions two
Jaina teachers Kamalavahana Pandita and
Gunavirapandita in whose favour the
palliccandam was endowed. The Nagaraja
temple inscriptions refer to two Important
Jaina teachers, Kamalavahana Pandita and
Gunavira  Pandita in whose name
endowments were also made. So it is clear
that Kottaru was a seat of Jainism in the
carlier days.
THIRUNANDIKKARAL1
Thirunandikkarai is also g Jain
centre situated about two Kilometres north
of Kulasekaram of this district. There is a
Jaina cave excavated in a rock with
sculptures of Jaina. Thirthankaras found
inside the room attached to the hall.
Further, there are eleven Inscriptions
found on the walls of the cave one of
which narrates that the place of cave
temple was donated by the Hindys
Another inscription states that in this cave
the Jaina nuns settled and from there they
Propagated this faith, Ag this cave become
popular, the royal kings also visited 1t and
received blessings. Ap INseription on (he
wall states that the famous Chola king

Rajaraja 1 in 10]2 A.D visited (his cave

lamp to this temple.
TH]RUKURANDY
Thirukurandy is a place sityat
Suchindram. 1t Was a centre of Jg;
An inscription found in (he
testifies that this was an

ed near

—
centre for jains where eminen; pers
of the jaina faith St‘ll!cd down.
this centre religious discoursges hc"‘tu »1‘\
jains and the Hindus often toq) plage ,
inscription found in the Thzmmm[,”"‘”
temple at Suchindram establigheq Bk |
practice. It also rcfe1'§ to the Prevalen,,
Kalugarra (a kinq of corpora]‘ pumx,l,,_ﬂUF
awarded to the jains by the Hindug) hict
proves that this was also a centre
Jainism 1n this district.
THIRUCHCHARANATHU M4 4,

Thiruchcharanathumalaj presen
known as Chitharal is situated g two
north east of Marthandam 1 Vilavang,
Taluk. There is a natural cavern in lh}"ia”‘
On the overhanging surface of the rock |,
number of Jaina figures of Tirthanky,
and yakshis are carved in half relief. The,
are three shrine chambers which COontayp
plaster coated image of Bhagavathi gy h
the order two shrines contain half mgg,,
of Mahavira and Parsavanatha. This Jap,
temple was very popular in the earlie
days asit is known from the rich donat,
offered to this temple.

CONCLUSION

Thus taking into consideration |
these facts it is to be concluded
Jainism spread in this district in the earl
days of Christian era and flourished dunn
the medieval period. Subsequently due &
the Hindy revivalism caused by (i
outbreak of Bhakti movement, Jainin
began to decline ang disappeared fron
the district, A sincere research on !
topic  wi]] bring many new facts !
rewrite the history of ancient Tamila
perspective.
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