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the various deyyg,
ly depends on OPmey,
The progress of a State gener ally large'y tened rulers who ruled Trq,,

‘ E r r iCr
. :1 ar ment_ 7 718 enhg . Core
\) 1 a)’lng ’
bC‘ fowed pl‘OpGl’ attention to loads consir ct g g Canq

; iding Electricity, Water syp,;
buildings and implemented various schemes Itk'e pr 0‘;"1'; lfg the various departme ’ﬁf ); ,:_M
reine 1d Town Planning to meet the requirements looment of biatin G
f;?é;;ff; :;:; public greatly. The impetus giVE’fnt htz }t’hPeV ge‘t}leze ﬁl aramath section, 4 borzg’:Z
: 2 W,
agricultural production. Before the formation o 1832, carried out the ek, e

sas constitute )
of the Land Revenue Department that was c P.W.D was formed in 1860 g

rate
to palaces and temples. In consequence a sepa Sl .
coni?derably reducez the work of the Land Revenue Department. From its inception, i,

P.W.D endeavoured hard to develop its activities. The service of the P .W.D in the arenq of
Communication considerably reduced the difficulties in cumber.SOI'ﬂe _{ourneys. A network of
roads laid throughout the length and breadth of Kanyakumari district conn.ected even the
remote villages with nearby towns, cities and other states. The P.W.D was involved in the
laborious task of constructing the A.V.M Canal to connect Trivandrun: with Cape Comorin,
Like Communication, the P.W.D took proper attention to the production and distribution of
electric energy to Trivandrum and Nagercoil divisions. In the arena of Tele-Communication,
it was wholly owned by the Post and Telegraph Department of British India. However, the
P.W.D was entrusted with the maintenance of the telegraphic and telephone lines. To root out
illiteracy, the State dir.ected the P.W.D to construct suitable buildings for establishing
schools, colleges and universities. In short, the P.W.D Jormed by the Princely State grew like

imari district enjoy the blessing of tasting its

Abstract

Jruit even today.
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Introduction:
remarkable yrole ;ﬂ ﬂl?l;til:gry pﬁy&;ﬁ)mﬁ Eenerally hmely' depends on the various
India. An enchanting land of natural beauty d:;"bpmetnta.; lz:ctivities of the public works
iy : : artment, : s W
nown Tor s pesenat it of the land is g ot The B e
: : ' 5 paddy fields, ¢, laying owed proper attentic
nc?hmmlfnrﬁa and olhle;' vgnot;s sgurces, Due . roads, constructing  bridges,
to the abundant wealth, this land of charit : ms, canals, ang buildings and
had a history and vicissitudes of fortunz Implementeq various schcmesb like

rovidij iai
Providing Elcctncxty, Water supply and
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hminx\ﬁ" and laf“:‘lhw N.m‘.?\i"u o meot tho
“i“,,,\‘-:\tsv of tho varous departments
et hcncmcd the public greatly, T ‘
}"h"‘d . given to the AL
‘2‘1‘5 qtion poosted agricultural production
i mation of P.WV.D.: '
Before the formation of the P.W.D
he anmmh section, a branch of the .Ln;\d
Revenue D?pnrtmcm that was constituted in
1832, carried out the works related to
JJaces and temples. As its jurisdiction was
imiteds the Land Revenue DCpnrtmcn}
jooked after the affairs of various welfare
qctivities. But it could not concentrate more
on other activities than on its own. Hence
the tulers felt the need for a sepnmte’
depa_mncnt to implement various
developmental schemes to uplift the state
Moreover, the exodus of the populatior;
coupled with the growth of education and
other economic sectors like “agriculture,
jndustry and trade and commerce
necessitated the government to pay more
attention to developing all departments
alike. -
Communication Service:
In consequence a separate P.W.D
was formed in 1860, which considerably

reduced the work of the Land Revenue

Department. From its inception, the P.W.D

endeavoured hard to develop its activities.
The development of a State mainly
depended on the advancement made in the
ommunication. Realizing this,
ecial attention and

sphere of C
the government paid sp

constructed 2 network
s which directed the

culverts and waterway
Princely State towards the path of progress
the P.W.D in

and prosperity- The service of
jcation considcrably

cumbersome

journeys. The Main Southern
Trivandrum to Aramboly
Kanyakumari district with other
peninsular India. The suitable deviations

jated with roads
along with approach roads, village roads,
coastal roads and a host of others made the
movements of goods and services easier.
Besides, the P.W.D constructed several

development  of

of roads, bridges, .
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bridges and culve
The Ini:;:u‘s”lv: (H,‘i where ever necessary
'l‘lmmimlnm‘mi riQ("r' 'z':|'l:m|‘ el i thc
still o living nuﬁn' Luzhithurai remains
g iment
ﬂt‘rcnmh nnd durability,
Construction of Roads:
the Icngll'lwtn\:i;rkt of ronds laid throughout
Fhotiht 2 Aol l)rcu(lth of K:mynk'umnri
with nearh tOWC( cven the remote villages
e )t/} ns, CI.lICSf and other states. In
, the functioning of the "Road
Boards" reveals the involvement of the
pcoplc in general and the pP.W.D in
particular in road communication. While the
P.W.D was lengthening and widening the
roads, vested interests filed lawsuits which
hampered the work of the P.W.D greatly.
Despite their attempts, the p.w.D with
undaunted courage completed much of its
tasks. However, its attempt to lay 2 coastal
road between Trivandrum
Comorin was 2 failure. The scheme was
abandoned due to a lack of proper planning
and financial constraints. Thus like a
daydream, the scheme came to an abrupt
end. Moreover, the Princely State was
blessed with backwaters.

A.V.M Canal:
The use of canals and backwaters in

the Trivandrum division for inland
navigation encouraged local trade and
commerce which reduced the traffic on
roads considerably. T he canal-like Parvathi
Puthanar and the backwater of Veli, Edva
and Nadayar used for navigation still remind
us of the services of the P.W.D. Water
communication had a limited scope in the
Nagercoil division. Even then the P.W.D
was involved in the laborious task of
constructing the A.V.M Canal to connect
Trivandrum with  Cape Comonin.
Unfortunately, this scheme also failed. At
present, the A VM Canal seems (0 be
draining, and it is a shame and challenge to
the clarion call of environmental protection.
While the pP.W.D implementcd various
schemes, to some extent, it helped to
eradicate unemployment which in tum
enhanced their economic position. Road
formation and their periodical repairs an
161
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maintenance consumed n.sw.‘uhtll':c toll gates
the state. At the same (1me, od as a boon
introduced by the states appearce (i cnough
of compensation. The State 0!““";01 te than
income from the Kuzhithurai tol %’nncd for
the other toll gates. Yet the ‘ﬁmd allo ik
road maintenance of the Vllavnnf:mlc a :
was meager. However, the service .Of the
PW.D in the rcalm of communication
occupies a conspicuous place in tl}e annals
of the history of Kanyakumari district.
Electricity:

Like Communication, the P.W.D
took proper attention to the production and
distribution  of electric energy to
Trivandrum and Nagercoil divisions. The
power supply schemes brought
revolutionary  changes in  the socio-
cconomic life of the people. The Electric
Supply  Schemes in  Trivandum and
Nagercoil marked the milestone

devel_opment in the history of the P.W.D.,
The msFallation of street lights and electric

income for
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enmmcd

Telegraph  Department of
However, the P.W.D w;
maintcnance  of  the e
telephone lines. It also helpeg ”;cph,g a:e
convey their messages it 'pp,)metf
different places within , Short\:?* )
doubt, it too played a vity| fole in»,l;):n .
progress of the state and jtg econe, ?”Did
State devoted much attentiop, 4, cou™. T
beautiful buildings with ajj aCCOmm, 1 ling
in Kanyakumari district,
Educational Developments:
To root out illiteracy, the
directed the P.W.D to constryct Sujg:e
buildings for establishing schools, ¢ le

]

A - leo
and universities. As a result, edUCatfoeg
flourished in Kanyakumari distrie Whic}?

became one of the highly educated Centers
of our country. Thus the State Imparteg
education to the poor irrespective of Creed
and colour. Schools like Sethy Lakshm; Baj
at Nagercoil and Government High Schog
Marthandam stood at the forefront o%
imparting education even today. Apart frop
1it, the P.W.D constructed many buildingg
for hospitals and dispensaries. The bUiIdin:s
cerected for Generg] Hospital at Trivandruzcn
and Tuberculogijs Hospital at
;he legacy left behing by the P.WpD.

er. the stupend ildi
Bt the e ofp dous  buildings erected

Witness to th h“.:h appeared as a
P. . ixnile 1 )Il)reclous service of the
mu > € cons i i
attesnet?é?ls 0‘;{’2} ll;lilblic Gardeng au-ttlg?t(:‘g dfet
not only replenisheq tﬁ.om all over India. It

Ut prese treasury of the state
rulers T;vd:d utl Prestige 0?’ Travancore
of the pyw. S Witnesses to the skill
Chamber Provig dition

' o s e Council
high officials of ¢ ccommodation to the

e 5
over the worlg thic State, Visitors from all

q n 1
bPurposes  anq ,,ej,ei, the Oty for varianec




fOl‘Ci N ¢
e gn cnvoys and high

l\(of‘fo S of the st .
dis'“mngdmion whenever théc i
o ing this, the P y visitec tho
o ]{nﬂ“mg , the P.W.D on the advi
aty e go\.rcrnmcm constructed Resi t“.c ¢
£ csidentinl
ol alowSs Guest Houses, T
pung®® Lo with ameniti kel
Bungf‘lo\\s wi nities to suit their
g ience- It also enabled the state to carn
: ional income and the goodwill of all
The maintenance of the cremation groundé
: tive of religion shows the secular
polic of the state.
I rrigain“ Works:.
In an agrarian state, irrigation

4 key role. Though Kanyakumari g}:gf;
was blessed with adequate rain, it was
insufﬁcient to undertake cultivation in all
5easons- Therefore, the P.W.D paid
adequate attention and improved traditional
jrigationt by adopting various irrigation
schemes such as dams, channels, tanks and
wells which minimized the effect of drought
and encouraged cultivation. The channels
such as Padmanabhapuram Puthenar,

danar and Thovalai extended irrigation
in the Nagercoil division. Similarly,
Kottukal and Cochar inlet channels of the
Trivandrum division distributed water 10
many places. The P.W.D helped the ryots to
obtain water tO the distant and tail end
lands. Many sluices fitted in appropriate
places enabled the people to draw water to
yarious areas. Further, the P.W.D dug new

canals and extended the old ones- As a

result, many areas Were brought under
plough. In some areas, irrigation was carried
out through . Howevel, after 2
prolonged period, the government realized

the hardships of
and Neyyatinkara taluks,

abandoned the right pank wing chapncl of
Kodayar. To Wip i
P.W.D was instructed 10 WO

Neyyar Irrigation Scheme Yet, the stote
was lethargic to WO out the right-wing
channel to the advantage of the ryots of
Vilavancode and Neyyati taluks. It
created discontent among th which 10
turn led to a popular agitation for the merger

i e Madras

of the Nagercoil division W1
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state. Howeve ;
ll‘\c S.!(Wcmm(‘l:; I'v})l"j- “(‘rli‘(:' was rectified by
C Ul'nmillccs. 'I'hcqc’rffm"u Mi"”’ frrigation
(.hc_'r grievances ;m(l PR gentliated
irrigational facilitics 't/:mr()ved the existing
Vilavancode nnd” N'q lhc. poor ryots of
obtained water to irri cyyatinkara taluks
also _irngate their lands, the
A .rosc to prominence from thei ' 4

position. It opened new vi : eir ohqcurc
§F ungriileged, ¢l vistas in the lifestyle
o it _classes and promoted the
W prosperity of the country.

ater %‘l‘lgpl\);]and Drainage Scheme:
Sthemk dm latcr Suppl'y and Drainag¢
ot p ementeo in Kanyakumari
—y rict promoted public health and hygiene.

1e PWD not only supplied adequate pure
drinking water but laid a proper drainage
system. Based on necessity, many wells
were dug in different places. The
government also sunk wells for the welfare
of the depressed class free of cost. During
summer, certain places in Kanyakumari
district witnessed acute scarcity of drinking
water. During such seasons, the P.W.D
supplied portable water by carts or water
carriers. The Willington Water Supply
Scheme at Trivandrum and the Marthanda
Varma Water Supply Scheme at Nagercoil
further highlighted the scheme of the
p.W.D. It also provided a stipulated quantity
of water freely for domestic purposes- But,
the P.W.D framed suitable legislation tO
punish those who wasted water. To promote
public health and hygiene, the P.W.D

system in Trivandrum town, which
extirpated pestilences. Subsequently, 2
series of measures were adopted tO put an
end to the water logging menace in the
Nagercoil division. However, the P.W.D

failed to chalk out 2 master plan for the

drainage system in Nagercoil town- It

reveals the step-motherly trea
p.W.D towards the Nagercoil town in
launching 8 drainage scheme- The growth 0
population, the opening of schools and
colleges, the erection of public buildings
and the advent of railways and industries
resulted in congestion, pollution and

itation in Trivandrum city. T herefore,
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experts 10

in

the sate-appointcd towr} plri:)l::is.g buildings,
prepare the layout ©OF lines
palaces and parks on civic 1" ]i l.‘g“
Construction ofl‘uhll‘c Builc ‘d - el

The P.W.D strictly adhere £ v
plans and constructed broad mndspuﬂ \ficent
buildings, beautiful p_nrks,' lnll) gnnalows
palaces, convenient residential bu /E\;vcnuc
and comfortable guest houscs. Thckakunnu
Road, the Council Chamber, .sza ”
Palace, Rose House and Clipp House
Trivandrum bear witness to the glorious
achievements of the P.W.D. The P.W.D,

while beautifying the city on the modern
line, never deserted the evicted persons
from their lands. Whenever their lands were
acquired for town planning. the State
directed the P.W.D to provide houses for the
evicted persons in the beach area. This
humanitarian attitude of the government
impressed the public. By adhering to the
Town Planning Scheme, the P.W.D banned
the unlawful encroachment of government
lands. The implementation of the Town
Planning Scheme changed the outlook of the
city and made it more attractive. To
visualize the various schemes of the P.W.D,
an organized system of administration was
necessary. At the outset, the P.W.D of
Travancore was organized on the model of
Madras P.W.D. The Chief Engineer was its
defacto authority and he possessed many
vital powers. He was given an attractive
salary. He was assisted by Deputy Chief

REFERENCE:

1. Letters from the Divisional Officer, Nagercoil, to the Chief En

08060 %
ingineer, Exccutive Fng; B |
I;nglncbr, ’ . - )Lln(j(:,.l A
Engincers  and  Divigion,, Vi,
N " Neyi W
Besides many subordinateg like n,',,“:'_f;

- » vt Iy 4 "1‘
Officers, Overseers. Draftsmey, and ""”"4!
office assistants wecere "pp""“tul ""'h,f

smOth functioning of the {)cp:artrnm::"h"
adoption of the Audit Syg., g I
pP.W.D code strcngthcncd the Staiy the
minimized corruption. The 8‘"««::“,&“"
punished the careless P.w |, 3 ﬁ”‘fr;t
whenever they neglected their dugje, 0O Cf”
other hand, it also appreciate( the |, *

: 74
servants and rendered timely help When the
faced any calamities. 4
Conclusion:

The P.W.D rendered mcn'ton'gug
services and carried out the works oy, the
advice of the government. The succesyy
completion of the different works proved
the administrative efficiency of the P.Wp
in particular and the State in general, Thus
the government purged the P.W.D officers
from their involvement in corruption, The
above study makes it clear that though the
P.W.D and the State aimed to implement
various social welfare schemes
emphatically, they could not achieve their
target due to financial constraints, However,
the state ventured hard for the upliftment of
society. In short, the P.W.D formed by the
Princely State grew like a fruit-yielding tree

gineer, Trivandrum

2. District Hand Book, Assistant Director of Statistics, Nagercoil, 2003-04
3. Report on the Administration of Travancore Publjc Works Department 1930-19
4. Gopalakrishnan,M. , (ed) Gazeteer of India, Kanyakumari pjg ; ~1948.

5. Madras Information Report, Vol. X111, Madras 1959,
6. Elam Kulam Kunjan Pillai., 4 Studies in Kerala History, Trivand
7. Ramaswamy S., Kanyakumari District Directory, Nagercoil, 1987
8. Ibrahim Kunju, A.P., Irrigation Source in Kanyakumari Districe,
9. Kareem, C.K., Kerala Tele Communication -
10. Abraham V .S, Kanyakumari District Special Record, (Tamil), v
11. Pillay. K K., The Larly History of Nanchil Nadu, Madras, 1953,

A Historical Perspective, Triv

trict, Madras, 1993,
um,1970.
N“gercoil, 1970.

: andrum, 1983
nramangalnm, 1988,

12. Mahadev Desai., The Epic in Travancore, Trivandrum,1937.

13. Perumal, A K., Kanyakumari Mavatta Va
14. Lena Tamilvanan, ed., Kanyakumari Mave

ralaru, (Tamil), Nagercaoil, 1991,
tam, Madras, 1986,

164’



ISBN 978-81-908060-8-4
(5. ghung
io: xs,relu pillai, T.K., Travancore State Manyaqj Trivandrum, 1935,

17- Velappan- D., Nanchilnadu (Tamil), Nagercoil, 1992.
18.

165\



» explorers haye found tr.

withess to legendary ¢

found evidence of 5 huge landmass submerge

aces of the lost continents
mcsandreHmOUSbonk&Ihn
d towards the South of today's
in the North, to the Far West
ia. Scientists have agreed on backing

w humans evolved 0 the rest of the world, based on

the evidence gathered.

Lemuria Research Forum is basically committed to promoting quality research
s the submerged continent and Archaeological excavation accompany with
Archaeological department among the scholars, faculties and fresher's in higher education
institutions, Also, LRF will relentlessly take forward the research of sunken continents and
reveal the facts about them to the coming generations. '

toward

Archaeological excavation has been in existence since times immemorial. It has
assumed greater significant in modern times as an instrument for development and
modernization. This forum promotes research among researcher and freshers towards
Archaeological excavation accompany with Archaeological department. It is hoped that this
LRF would be of great use to scholars and researchers of all fields. Also it is believed that it
will build understanding the dynamics of new excavations and create the true and quality

society

Dr.C. Amose

General secretary- LRF
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