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ABSTRACT
Kodumanal is a village in Erode district

period. The excavation revea
industry

to megalithic
Kodumanal is known for the gemstone

Department of Archaeology identified 250 cairn-ct

kodumanal, Arasampalayam and podiyur.

INTRODUTION:
Tamilnadu the archaeological sites

comprise the places which have witnessed
the growth identified and decline of ancient
Civilizations newly. Nearly 69
archaeological sites in Tamilnadu, Among
them kodumanal is one of the important

archaeological sites belongs to megalithic
period. Kodumanal excavation site 1S
in Erode

Jlocated iIn Chennimalai union
district. It was a habitation cum industrial

site belongs to 2300 years old. The site was
excavated by Mr.J.Ranjith Archaeology

officer, Department of Archaeology

Chennai.
Kodumanal is a small village located

in Erode district in Tamilnadu. Ancient
period it was a flourishing centre of trade

called kodumanam. Sangam literature
patlithu ~mentioned about the significance

of kodumanam. Later due to natural
calamities the place was damaged and
destroyed. The place is located on the bank
of the river Noyyal which was a tributary of

the river Cauvery.

ISBN 978-81
KODUMANAL

Dr. x‘ ‘l i :
Assistant Pro

Anna Vinayagar College Of Edug
(janapathin

m‘ C. _'\‘

Associate Pr gfi;';'t-'

pPg And Research Centre Of |
Muslim Arts College, Thiruvithang

in Tamilnadu. It is a excavation site t ’
vilization of ancient Ta
years old. 3
rcles. The important sites excavated j

led the ci
which belongs to 2800

The ancient city was belonge
chera dynasty. The people were h
skilled craftsmen. They made beads
high quality of iron. As it was a indust
city close contact with kaveripoompa
now called Poompuhar. The city p'ﬁ
major role in Indo Roman trade relations
is located in the midway of Roman tra
route Muziris and kaveripoompz
During the sangam period time the city w
famous for trade. | '
KODUMANAL SITES

Kodumanal is an  Iron
habitation cum burial site and was st
previously by V.N Srinivasa Desikan ,
Raju and Nagaswamy. The site
excavated in four periods during the _;_*
1985, 1989 and In 1999. In 19
excavation was carried out by Direct
excavations Dr.Y. Subrayalu by K
Department ~ of  Epigraphy. an
Archaeology, Tamil University, Tan a
in association with the Departme it
Ancient  History  and Archaeolo
Madras University and the Tamil N
State Archaeology Department. Forty
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Cmenches wore laxd the halutation area
and 13 megalithic bunals were openad in

A. _-\h

W‘fb‘ ~ the cometen) area

W ; he present sechion of exvavations

‘Puram,  are conducted by the Pondicherry Central

f"".ﬂ Umaversaty (Dwrector of excavations Dr. K

‘m A Rajan) When the Pattanam team visited the

am’ I site the excavations were drawing to a close
I and the excavators had left key features an

artifacts in situ for the benefit of the visitors.
" The habitation mound covers an area of 50
acres. The river Noyyal is to the South of
the habitation area and the trenches are laid
at a distance of about 100-200 meters from
the river. Kodumanal is ideally located in
close proximity to different raw material
. sources that have contributed to its
functioning as a multi-industrial site.
Looking from the trenches t0 the south, on
the opposite bank of the river, the hillock of
Padiyur is located to the left and Arasam
palayam of the right side. Padiyur is a beryl
. mine and is currently protected by the
 Geogical Survey of India (GSI). It is
inaccessible to the public. Arasamplayam
is a source of quartz. The ore is granite
‘based magnetite ore. The method of steel

" manufacturing practiced here is
decarburisation. From the surface, pieces of

" . slag and tuyere are identified. In addition
d " to these, a variety of non-local materials is
- " found from the site. These include carnelian,
" * lapis lazuli, copper, gold and silver.

’ . In the habitation area, four trenches
' * were laid separated by baulks. The total

~ deposit is one meter and has three different
~ floor levels. The trenches, are the evidences
- of quartz working and shell working and
. remains of a furnace fixed with clay were
- found. Pieces of quartz could be seen close
~ to the surface level. A cluster of conch
. shells mixed with bangle pieces of conch
. were also uncarthed. The ceramic types
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excellent  condition o

foumd lude Riunsel

Ware amd ack  and
cermmios are in
preservation, possibly due 1o the 1elative

tack of disturbance and lower water corlent

in the sol

A large number of sherds  have
graffit. marks and total of 105  sherds
with Brahmi script  were recovered

These are personal names inscribed on the
In cases where the

The burial aren

shoulder of the pols

style of writing I8 cursive
is to the Fast and North of the habitation

area and has a spread of 100 acres. Dr

Rajan is of the opinion that the earlier

burials must have been located in the
eastern part and it later spread to the South,
The commonest type of camelian bends
found from the site is disk-shaped etched
camelian beads. The most common

pattern of etching is to give a border of
shortparallel-etchedlines. A few beads of
barrel and cylindrical shapes are also found.

Arasampalayam is a quartz mining
site. Large quartz boulders can be seen on
the surface. Sub surface quartz formations
could also have been exploited. In
association with the quartz formation,

semi-vertical pinkish feldspar layers as well
as sheets of black mica is also found.

MEGALITHIC TOMBS
Recently the archaeological

department of India conduced explorations.
Many important sites were deciphered and
Excavation has been carried out. Here the
layers of megalithic cum early tombs,
different layers have been identified. Also
male and female human  skelton were
recovered from this site. Nearly 300
megalithic tombs of different types and
sizes were recorded in this area.
Archaeologist identified the period between

21




LABN 97681

3nd ventury B.C. to 2nd oentury AD and (tis  manufacturing the finest iron, ‘
o Megalithio site like arrow heads swords
Conclusion beads, shell bangles, porlerios an

It i evident that this site was a  soripts s were collected. t
contre of producing ron and steel furmaces The excavation of
Ihis shows the technical advancement of  revealed that the mutll ethnic
the people. The oxcavated sword bil (n (he village. The Rxcnvuﬁunm
conmined spherical graphite phase. This e (s not completed. |
shows people of the ity were experts in
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