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They drained the marshes for agriculture,
developed trade, and established  industries,
including weaving, leatherwork, metalwork, masonry
» and pottery.  Sumerian civilization took form in
the Uruk period (4th millennium BC), continuing
into  the Jemdet Nasr and Early Dynastic periods,
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million. The world population at this time has been
estimated at about 27 million,

The Sumerians spoke a language isolate, but
o number of linguists have claimed to detect
asubstrate language of unknown, The archaeological
record shows clear uninterrupted cultural continuity
from the time of the early Ubaid period (5300-4700
BC C-14) settlements in southern Mesopotamia, The
Sumerian people who settled here farmed the lands
i this region that were made fertile by silt deposited
by the Tigris and the Euphrates.

Some archaeologists have speculated that
the origingl speakers of ancient Sumerian may have
hm.q farmers, who moved down from the north of
Ih::npm.'.mua allgr perfecting irrigation agriculture
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\ . \ s the oldest such
codification yet discovered, dating to the Ur 111
reveals a glimpse at societal  structure in lnu;
Sumerian law. Beneath the l-gal ("great man" or
king), all members of society belonged to one of two
basic strata: The "Iu" or free person, and the slave
(male, arad; female geme). The son of alywas
called  a dumu-nita until he married, A  woman
(munus) went from being a daughter (dumi-mi), to a
wife (dam), then if she outlived her husband, a
widow (numasu) and she could then remarry another
man who was from the same tribe.

Marriages were usually arranged by the
parents of the bride and groom; engagements were
usually completed through the approval of contracts
recorded on clay tablets, These marriages became
legal as soon as the groom delivered a bridal gift to
his bride's father. One Sumerian proverb describes
the ideal, happy marriage through the mouth of a
husband who boasts that his wife has borne him eight
sons and is still eager to have sex.

The Sumerians generally seem to have
discouraged premarital sex.'”! Neither Sumerian nor
Akkadian had a word exactly corresponding to the
English word 'virginity',

Language and writing

The most important  archaeological
discoveries in Sumer are a large number of clay
tablets written in cuneiform script. Sumerian writing
is considered to be a great milestone in the
development of humanity's ability to not only create
historical records but also in creating pieces _of
literature, both in the form of poetic epics and stories
as well as prayers and laws.

Although pictures-that is, hieroglyphs-were
used first, cuneiform and then ideograms (where
symbols were made to represent ideas) soon
followed.

Triangular or wedge-shaped Mdbf:d we;er
used to write on moist clay. A large . mzrian
hundreds of thousands of texts in the :a e
language have survived, including perso ol
s oy s Foll s
prayers, stories, and daily recoras.
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the same spot. This constant rebuilding graduaun
raised the level of cities, which thus came g £
clevated above the surrounding plain. The resultant

hills, known astells, are found throughout the
ancient Near East.

According  to Archibald Sayce, the
primitive pictograms of the early Sumerian (e
Uruk) era suggest that "Stone was scarce, but was
already cut into blocks and seals. Brick was the
ordinary building material, and with it cities, forts,
temples and houses were constructed. The city was
provided with towers and stood on an artificial
platform; the house also had a tower-like appearance.
It was provided with a door which turned on a hinge,
and could be opened with a sort of key; the city gate
was on a larger scale, and seems to have been
double. The foundation stones-or rather bricks-of a
house were consecrated by certain objects that were
deposited under them."

The most impressive and famous -of
Sumerian buildings are the ziggurats, hrge h;fered
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